


ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA PARISH EFFINGHAM ILLINOIS 

Pro-Life Corner 
  

“Pro-life initiatives are inspired by the 
conviction that the Creator, not the state, 
endows each person with the inalienable 
right to life.  Laws that permit abortion are 
inherently unjust and weaken the very 
foundations of a state based on law.” 
 

~ Bishop William E. Lori, Supreme Chaplain of the Knights 
of Columbus 

 

"...society as a whole must defend the conceived child's 
right to life and the true good of the woman who can never, 
in any circumstances, find fulfillment in the decision to 
abort." 
 

~ Pope Benedict XVI 

Dear Parishioners, 
In his Wednesday general audience on December 

28th, Pope Benedict XVI continued his ongoing catechesis 
on prayer calling us to reflect on prayer in the life of the 
Holy Family of Nazareth.  He said, “The home of Nazareth, 
in fact, is a school of prayer where we learn to listen, to 
ponder and to penetrate the profound meaning of the 
manifestation of the Son of God, drawing our example from 
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus.”  The Holy Father put an 
emphasis on silence by quoting Pope Paul the VI in his 
address at Nazareth, Jan. 5, 1964; “Oh! That there would be 
reborn in us the esteem for silence, that wonderful and 
indispensable atmosphere of the spirit: while we are 
deafened by so many noises, sounds and clamorous voices 
in the frantic and tumultuous times of modern life.  Oh! 
Silence of Nazareth, teach us to be resolute in good 
thoughts, intent upon the interior life, ready to listen well  
to the secret inspirations of God and the exhortations of the 
true masters.” 

The seasons of Advent and Christmas seem to 
elevate silence and contemplation to a special importance in 
our prayer life.  This last feast of the Christmas season, The 
Epiphany of the Lord, is no different.  In the first reading, 
from Isaiah, Jerusalem is commanded to “Raise your eyes 
and look about; they all gather and come to you…”  This is 
part of the prophecy that when the Christ comes, the whole 
world would come to Jerusalem.  In our words – the whole 
world would begin to come to God. 

In the Gospel we begin to see this prophecy 
fulfilled when the magi come to Jerusalem from the east 
and inquire “Where is the newborn king of the Jews?  We 
saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.”  
This is their only line in the whole story.  It implies a 
posture of watching, listening, and contemplating.  When 
they ask where he is they don’t just want a location, they 
want to know Jesus.  When they found Him they prostrated 
themselves, a symbol of worship, submission and surrender, 
and gave Him their treasures.  They gave Jesus the things 
they had found of value in this world.  Then we have a 
simple but amazing line; “they departed for their country by 
another way.”  “The way” in early Christianity is the phrase 
attributed to those who follow Christ.  The magi came to 
find Jesus and their visit was a model of prayer.  We see 
them overjoyed, worshipping, silent, and contemplating in 
the presence of Jesus and His mother.  From this comes 
their conversion.   

In the silent contemplation of this Gospel we can 
see a pattern for the fulfillment of the prophecy in Isaiah.  
The Church is the place where Christ Jesus is found.  Those 
who come looking should see in the Church an image of 
Christ that they find attractive and gives them joy.  The 
world is invited to come and see the Lord and to find the 
joy of life in Christ.  When we find Christ it automatically 
requires a conversion, a change.  The question is something 
like this: what am I attached to more than I am attached to  

Christ?  These are the treasures we should lay at the feet of 
Christ as we begin to walk “the way.”  What part of my life 
is in need of conversion?  We always seem to need another 
one of those. 

This works not just at the individual level but at the 
level of society and the world as Isaiah implies.  Quite often 
in my life I have heard a version of the phrase, “the Church 
needs to get with the times.”  When we take a serious look 
at the life of Christ Jesus we find that the opposite is true.  
The Church is not here to be changed by the world but to 
change the world.  This is an invitation and an appeal to the 
free will of people, not a command or control imposed on 
others.  Jesus did not come to approve the things that lead 
us away from God.  He came to reveal God and show us the 
Truth.  He came to redeem us if we are willing to choose 
God and live “by another way.” 

Father Ery will be away for the next two weeks.  
He will be finishing up his enculturation training in 
Houston.  I appreciate his efforts to continue understand 
and live in a world that is very different from his.  I also am 
very grateful for the sacrifice he has made to be away from 
his family and his country to help serve us here at our three 
parishes.  Please keep Father Ery in your prayers while he is 
gone.  

I want to thank all those who throughout this past 
year have made St. Anthony Church and St. Anthony 
Schools part of their memorial remembrances for loved 
ones who have died.  We will remember those in whose 
names they were made in our thoughts and prayers. 

I also thank the many parishioners who 
remembered St. Anthony Church and schools with their 
Christmas donations and their end of the year donations.  
Thank you all for your generosity and your wonderful 
commitment to our parish! 

 
   In Christ,  
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The Epiphany of the Lord January 8, 2012 

 

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, January 9, 6:30 a.m. Mass:  40th Wedding Anniversary of 
Bob & Nancy Esker 8:30 a.m. Mass:  Living & Deceased Members of 
Catholic Daughters of America 
 

Tuesday, January 10, 6:30 a.m. Mass:  Joe, Elizabeth, Harold & 
Maurice Metten 8:30 a.m. Mass:  Bud & Ruth Overbeck 
 

Wednesday, January11, 6:30 a.m. Mass:   8:30 a.m. Mass:  Secondo 
Buff, Nick Dust 
 

Thursday, January 12, 6:30 a.m. Mass:  Chris Kenter  8:30 a.m. Mass:  
 

Friday, January 13, 6:30 a.m. Mass:  Charles Jansen, Edith Gardewine 
Anniversary 8:30 a.m. Mass:  Bob Roepke 
 

Saturday, January 14, 4:30 p.m. Mass: Bernard Zehner 
 

Sunday, January 15: 7:30 Mass Dorothy Pruemer 9:15 Mass Anna 
Dooling 11:00 Mass Parishioners of St. Anthony 

Calendar of Events Jan. 7-15 
Sat., Jan. 7 5:30-6:30 Scrip Store Open 
  5:30 Choir Christmas Party 
Sun., Jan. 8 10:15-11:15 Scrip Store Open 
Mon., Jan. 9 10-2 Scrip Store Open 
Wed., Jan. 11 9-2 Scrip Store Open 
  6:30 PSR 
  6:30 8th Grade Confirmation Mtg. 
Thurs., Jan. 12 7-9 RCIA 
Fri., Jan. 13 10-2 Scrip Store Open 
Sat., Jan. 14 5:30-6:30 Scrip Store Open 
Sun., Jan. 15 10:15-11:15 Scrip Store Open 

Mass Servers 
Weekday Masses,  January 9-13 

Jan. 9-11 6:30 a.m. Makenna Grubb/Nick Martelli 
Jan. 12-13 6:30 a.m. Sutherlan Litke/Cade Walsh 
Jan. 9  8:30 a.m. Abby Brown/Jay Niebrugge 
Jan. 10  8:30 a.m. Dawn McGuire/Emily McDevitt 
Jan. 11  8:30 a.m. James Kabbes/Blake Esker 
Jan. 12-13 8:30 a.m. Grade School Provides 

 

Weekend Masses in January 
4:30 p.m. Sat. Grace Zeller/Kaitlyn Zeller/Laura Deters 
7:30 a.m. Sun. Dawn McGuire/Keri McGuire/Barbara McGuire 
9:15 a.m. Sun. Samantha Brandenburger/Nicholas Goeckner/Natalie Goeckner 
11:00 a.m. Sun. Greg Utz/Avery Liss/Parker Seachrist 

If you would like someone who is sick included in our 
prayer list please call the Parish Office at 347-7129. 
 

Due to the large number of requests to be placed on the 
prayer list, names will be left on the list for one month and 
then removed, unless we receive a call to continue.  
 

Please pray for those who are ill, those in hospitals and nursing homes, 
for those recovering from surgery, and for all those serving our country.   

Also, Deb Alldredge, Michael Avery, Harold Bushur, Glenn Ehrhart, 
Duane Feldhake, Bob Hawickhorst, Brandt Jarrett, Jeaneane Jenne, Mary 
Lawyer, Mary Ellen O’Brien, Ken Polarek, Ron Shoffstall, Pat Tate 

Pre-Cana 
St. Anthony will host a Pre-Cana 
Workshop Sunday, March 4, 2012.  
Please call 347-7129 to register.  
Size is limited to15 couples. 

Baptism Class 
Anyone wishing to have their child 
baptized at St. Anthony Church 
must attend a Baptism Class every 3 years.  
The next class is Monday, January 23, 2012 at 
St. Anthony Parish Center at 7:00 p.m.  Call 
the parish office at 347-7129 to register. 
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Stewardship Scripture Quotation 
The three wise men who came from the East 
to pay homage to the infant Jesus brought 
Him rich gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh as part of their worship.  What gifts 
have I brought to this celebration to offer to 
the newborn Savior? 

Confirmation Meeting 
 

All students, and their parents, who will 
receive the Sacrament of Confirmation this 
year at St. Anthony Church are required to 
attend a meeting at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
January 11 in the Parish Center.  If you are 
absolutely unable to attend, please contact 
Sister Alicia Drone at 347-7129, as soon as 
possible.  A make-up meeting will be required.   

CCW Quilting 
The CCW Ladies are going to be quilting in the Parish 
Center from 9 a.m.—4 p.m., beginning Monday, January 
9 through Friday, January 20.  Anyone who is interested is 

welcome to join in.  Come and stay as long as you wish.  Call Rita 
Niccum at 342-6810 if you have any questions. 
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2011 Fundraising Calendar Update  
Congratulations 

12/30/2011—$50 Winner:  
 Curt & Peggy Valenti, Effingham 

01/01/2012—$500 Winner: 
Caroline Deters, Effingham   

Sales for the 2012 Calendar Raffle are under 
way!  This year, we are taking a team sales 
approach. Our overall goal is to sell 2000 tickets for 
this year’s calendar raffle!  To date we have sold 1225 
calendars.  Results are as follows: 
 

Kathy Clausius’s Team:  239 tickets 
Dave Brumleve’s Team: 212 tickets 
Charlie Brumleve’s Team: 142 tickets 
Jerry Hecht’s Team: 85 tickets 
Noah Brandenburger’s Team: 69 tickets 
Nicole Zeller’s Team: 57 tickets 
David Emmerich’s Team:  16 tickets 
Carolyn Spraul’s Team:  9 tickets 
Parish Office sales: 130 tickets 
AlumNite & Chili supper sales:  45 tickets 
Monetary Donations not included in team sales: $4500 

 
 
 
 
 

High School Open House:  St. Anthony High School is 
planning an open house for Wednesday, February 1 for all 
2012-2013 incoming freshman and interested 
families.  The open house begins at 7:00 pm.  Please feel 
free to extend the invitation to families that may be 
interested in learning more about St. Anthony High 
School!  Contact the high school office at 342-6969 with 
any questions. 
 

Grade School Open House:  St. Anthony Grade School 
is planning an open house for Tuesday, February 21 for all 
2012-2013 incoming kindergarteners and interested 
families.  The open house begins at 6:30 pm.  Please feel 
free to extend the invitation to families that may be 
interested in learning more about St. Anthony Grade 
School!  Contact the grade school office at 347-0419 with 
any questions. 

Luminaries for Life 
Jan. 21 & 22 

 

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
                and before you were born I 

consecrated you  
Jeremiah 1:5 

 

In 1973 the Supreme Court legalized abortion in the 
United States.  Most of our current high school students 
were born about 20 years later in the 1990s.  At that time, 
27% of pregnancies ended in abortion.  Over one quarter 
of our high school generation has been wiped out by 
abortion! 
 

Our church leaders continually encourage us to stand up 
for the weakest among us, those who have no voice.  
Luminaries for Life is one way for our parish to do that, to 
publicly affirm our pro-life beliefs on the 39th anniversary 
of the tragic Roe vs. Wade court decision.  Hundreds of 
luminaries will be decorated by St. Anthony High School 
and PSR students and placed on the church steps as a 
visible memorial to the one quarter of their generation no 
longer with us.  The luminaries serve as a beacon of hope 
for the future of all the unborn. Visit the lighted display on 
the evenings of January 21 & 22.  As you view the display 
you are encouraged to pray for an increased respect for 
life.  
 

Special thanks to the Effingham Knights of Columbus and 
the students of St. Anthony Schools for providing funds.  
In the event of inclement weather January 28 & 29 will be 
chosen.   

Thank you to all the members of the Intermediate, 
Adult and Pueri Cantores Choirs as well as the Allie 
Kabbes Friends and Family Choir for such beautiful 
music at our Christmas Eve masses.   Also, thank 
you to Mrs. Keelin Eder Schneider and Ms. Emmie 
Schutz for providing soothing and inspirational harp 
music before mass.  Thank you to Mrs. Stacy Gibson 
for accompanying the Children's Mass.  Thank you to 
Olivia Clausius, Allison and Carly Spraul, McKenna 
Steineman, Tierney Hammer, Cameron Voyles, and 
Jake Spraul for their musical contributions to the 4:30 
Mass.  A big thank you goes to Mrs. Margaret 
Niebrugge for her continued assistance at the organ 
with the Adult Choir.  What a blessing you all are to 
our parish in the celebration of our Lord's birth.   
 

Music in itself is a most wondrous gift of praise. To 
have it freely offered from hearts out of love is more 
precious than any other gift we could ever give.  Our 
choirs of many voices of various ages and talents give 
us a glimpse of what the heavenly reality will sound 
like.  May the peace and joy in the Lord in song be with 
you all this coming year.  Barbara Konrad 

PINK OUT DAY  
High School Boys’ Basketball Game 

Fill the stands with PINK on Friday, 
February 3 at the high school boys’ 
basketball game! Show your support by 

wearing pink.  St. Anthony Pink Shirts are available.  
Order and payment should be submitted to the school 
office by Friday, January 13. 



PAGE 5 

For the calendar….. 
�� Jan. 30, Catholic Schools Week 
�� Jan. 31, Catholic Schools Mass, SAHS Gym, 

10:00am (All are welcome to attend.) 
�� Feb. 1, SAHS Open House, 7:00-8:30pm 
�� Feb. 3, School Mass, Church, 8:30am; 3rd Quarter 

Midterm, WYSE Regionals @ LLC; Community 
Services Blood Drive, MPR,  9:00-2:00 

�� Feb. 6, Scholar Bowl @ Windsor  6:30 
�� Feb. 10, EB-4th Periods (11:48 Dismissal) 

Teacher Institute 

�� Feb. 11, ACT 
�� Feb. 13, Scholar Bowl vs. Altamont & Cowden, 

6:30pm 
�� Feb. 15, Faculty Meeting, 3:00pm 
�� Feb. 16, Mass in SAHS Chapel, 7;10am 
�� Feb. 17, School Mass, Church, 8:30am 
�� Feb. 20, No School (President’s Day) 
�� Feb. 22, Ash Wednesday Mass, Church, 8:30am, 

Professional Dress (Friday schedule will run) 
�� Feb. 24, School Mass, Church, 8:30am 

Members of the 2011-2012 SAHS Scholar Bowl team coached by Mrs. Amy King are shown above.  
Top photo, seated       L to R:  Varsity—Michael Goldstein, Joshua Hanner, Sean Meyer, Brian Brunk, 
Jake Spraul, Jesse Haarmann; Standing: Ryan Hoelscher, Jordan Tabbert, Mitchell Wortman, and 
Michael Kabbes.  In bottom photo:  Junior Varsity – Seated, Anthony Stumborg, Ben Esker, Thomas 
Stephens, Emily Wortman, Obadah Alzahabi, Alexander Curl; Top:  Luke Jansen, Michael Stephens.    

St. Anthony High School 
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Thank you for the Christmas, year-end and regular envelope 
contributions. Your generous donations are the life-giving 
spring, nourishing the parish and schools. Please see the totals 
from Sundays 12/25/11 and 01/01/12, as well as the amounts 
designated as Christmas. Also, please remember that the box 
of financial information compares the current year with last 
year and the budget, and shows the percentage differences via 
the small bracketed numbers. We are striving for a 10% 
increase from last year’s total…We are continuing to receive 
more completed pledge cards. Thank you for taking the 
prayerful time to fill these out and please let Charlie know if 
you have not yet been contacted for ministry involvement, if 

you indicated that you are interested…Kudos to the St. Anthony Booster Club, all their volunteers, school staffs and our 
team and coaches for another successful Bulldog Christmas Classic…Hopefully your families were able to enjoy 
opportunities to be together sometime over the past 3 weeks.  As hectic as it often is, please cherish the time together. It is 
amazing how it evolves over the years. 

OUR WEEKLY OFFERINGS:       
 

   Actual                     Budget                 Last Year 
 

12/25/11  $  80,407 $     34,990 $   116,016 
Christmas $  43,184 $       -0-  $     60,157 
1/1/12  $ 128,228 $     34,990 $     57,089 
YTD (since 07/01/11) $971,239(.6)      $   944,740 $   965,900 
12 month totals   $1,819,500 (10.0) $1,653,511 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Scholarships $    1,400 $     18,535 YTD 
Haiti Parish $       540 $     15,304 YTD 
 

ACSA  $  36,043(12/6) $     89,029 
Catholic Times       $     18,157 

Taste of Teutopolis 
Delicious Food & Great Entertainment 

Who could ask for more?  The Teutopolis Area CHWC 
group and The First National Bank of Dieterich are offering 
BOTH at the Taste of Teutopolis on January 14!  More than 
20 food booths will be set up to tempt your taste buds!  
Food will be served from 6:30-9:30 p.m. at the T-Town K 
of C Hall.  All CHWC participants, as well as all the 
branches of the bank, have tickets for sale for this fun 
event!  Enjoy great food and support our area youth! 

USING SCRIP CARDS COULD KEEP 
YOU ORGANIZED, SAVE YOU TIME, 
AND MAKE YOUR LIFE LESS 
STRESSFUL!  
The only cost to using SCRIP is having to 

plan ahead.  Once you have the right organizational tools 
in place, using SCRIP is simple! 
 

We offer 2 styles of SCRIP Card Wallets for $3 at the 
SCRIP Store.  The wallet keeps all your cards organized 
and fits nicely into your purse or pocket so you always 
have it with you.  When you do not spend the full amount 
on your card, fold up the receipt that shows the balance 
remaining and insert it in your wallet next to that SCRIP 
card.  This way you know how much money is left on your 
card.  It is a great budgeting tool too. 
 

Having SCRIP cards on hand eliminates the need for last 
minute gift shopping.  We also offer gift card wrappers for 
all occasions for $1. This not only save you time but it 
helps on your gas budget. 

Effingham County Right to Life Whole Hog Sausage & 
Egg Breakfast will be served from 7:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m., 
Sunday, January 15, at the Teutopolis Grade School.  
Volunteers are needed for set up on Saturday and for 
serving and cleanup on Sunday.  Donations of home-baked 
breads and novelty store items would be appreciated.  To 
volunteer, or for additional information, contact Loretta 
Koester at 857-3060. 

Effingham County Right to Life Meeting 
Sacred Heart Church, Effingham will host the January 16 
Prayer Vigil for Life.  Praying the Holy Rosary will begin 
at 6 p.m. and the Holy Mass for the safety of the Marchers 
will begin at 6:30 p.m.  Business meeting, Lifetalk News 
Video and refreshments will be held in the Parish Center 
after Mass. 

Effingham Knights of Columbus FREE THROW 
CONTEST will begin at 2:00 p.m., January 22, 2012 at St. 
Anthony High School Enlow Center.  Contact Bill 
Hoelscher or Jerry Hecht for more information.  The winner 
will go on to the District Free Throw Contest in February.   

Cash Bingo will be held from 1-4 p.m, Sunday,  January 
15th at Holy Cross Parish Center, Wendelin. Concessions 
will be available.  Public is welcome to attend.  Sponsored 
by Family Life Committee. 

Second Hand Rose Resale Shoppe is set to start the New 
Year off right! The store is open to the public Mon.-Fri. 
10:00 AM–4:00 PM and Saturday 10:00 AM–1:00 PM. 
Debit and credit cards are accepted. The store will be 
hosting in-store specials January 23-28 during regular 
business hours.  We will be closed Mon., January 16.   
 

Household items and donations for all seasons of clothing 
and decorations are accepted Mon.-Fri. 8:30 AM–4:00 PM 
and Sat. 8:30 AM – 1:00 PM. Please do not leave items of 
any kind outside the back door as they could be damaged 
due to weather or animals.  
 

Anyone with questions about donations or is interested in 
volunteering should contact the Second Hand Rose 
Manager, Carrie Crippen, at 217-857-1482. The store is 
located at 1502 East Fayette Avenue, between Effingham 
and Teutopolis. 

Pray For Vocations 


